
 

Safe Haven Baby Box Goes Live at BST&G Fire District in Sunbury 
 
SUNBURY, OHIO (January 5th, 2021) -- BST&G Fire District has installed a Safe Haven Baby Box located on 
the east end of the fire station at 350 West Cherry Street in Sunbury. The Safe Haven Baby Box will be 
available to the public starting on Tuesday, January 5th after the Safe Haven Baby Box Community Unveiling 
Event at 3:00 PM. This is the 4th Safe Haven Baby Box available in Ohio and the 56th in the nation.  
 
The Ohio Safe Haven Law​ allows people to surrender their unharmed newborn without fear of criminal 
prosecution. The Safe Haven Baby Box provides a last resort option to surrender an infant, eliminating the face 
to face interaction with emergency medical personnel and ensuring a safe surrender of a newborn infant. The 
Safe Haven Baby Box organization also staffs a 24-hour hotline (1-866-99BABY1) to give women the 
opportunity to talk to a trained professional as they consider safely surrendering their baby. The hotline has 
received over 5,000 calls from all states in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. 
 
Safe Haven Baby Box Inc.​ is a non-profit founded by a firefighter and paramedic Monica Kelsey. Kelsey was 
abandoned as an infant and is committed to installing more Safe Haven Baby Boxes in communities across 
Ohio. “We know that education and awareness around the Safe Haven Laws and Safe Haven Baby Boxes 
save lives. Women in crisis need more options, in more locations throughout the state of Ohio. This Safe 
Haven Baby Box will serve as a new resource available to end infant abandonment in this community and the 
surrounding areas,” says Monica Kelsey.  

BST&G Fire District’’s Assistant Fire Chief, Rob Stambaugh, adds, “The BST&G Fire District is honored to host 
a Safe Haven Baby Box. It has been a long and incredible journey this year. We fought the battle of volunteer 
and material availability through the pandemic and we prevailed. This was certainly meant to be and we are a 
better community for it. This will absolutely make a difference in saving babies’ lives.”  

There are 55 other fire stations and hospitals in Indiana, Ohio, Florida, and Arkansas equipped with Safe 
Haven Baby Boxes. Ten infants have been placed in Safe Haven Baby Boxes, with 6 taking place in 2020. 
Nationwide, 86 parents have safely surrendered their infants with the help of the Safe Haven Baby Boxes 
program. Safe Haven Baby Boxes are equipped with alarm systems to notify 9-1-1 immediately. Safe Haven 
Baby Boxes also have heating and cooling features and lock as soon as the baby is placed inside. Babies are 
retrieved from the inside of the building within 5 minutes by emergency medical personnel.  

The Safe Haven Baby Boxes program costs roughly $15K to implement in a community. The BST&G Fire 
District location was primarily funded by a grant from​ Discount Tire Driven to Care Foundation​.  Local 
contractors also donated time and materials for the installation and therefore did not require any tax dollars. 

For any questions, Monica Kelsey will be on sight at this blessing. For more information, please 
contact Monica at monicakelsey@safehavenbabyboxes.com. 
 
 



 
WHAT: ​BST&G Fire Station 350 Safe Haven Baby Boxes Community Unveiling 
  
WHEN​: Tuesday, January 5th, 2021 at 3:00 PM 
  
WHERE​: 350 West Cherry Street, Sunbury, Ohio 43074 
 

SAFE HAVEN BABY BOXES SPEAKERS​: 

Monica Kelsey, Safe Haven Baby Boxes 
Rob Stambaugh, Assistant Fire Chief 

  ​     State Representative Carfagna (Tentative) 
Pastor Dave Cahoon,  Sunbury Christian Church 
Dr. Gordon Myers, Sunbury United Methodist Church 
 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS: 
Safe Haven Baby Boxes Website 
Safe Haven Baby Boxes Facebook Page 
Safe Haven Baby Boxes Twitter Page 
Safe Haven Baby Boxes Instagram Page 
 
BST&G Fire District 350 Website 
BSTG Fire District 350 Facebook Page 
BST&G Fire District 350 Twitter Page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

MEDIA TIP SHEET 
Safe Haven Baby Box Goes Live at BST&G Fire District in Sunbury 

 
● BST&G Fire Station 350 ​installs a Safe Haven Baby Box at ​350 West Cherry Street in Sunbury.​ ​The 

Safe Haven Baby Box is located on the ​east end of the building ​with clear signage in place. This is the 
56th Safe Haven Baby Box installed and available.​ ​ ​Click here for Safe Haven Baby Box location​ in 
Indiana, Ohio, Arkansas, and Florida.  

 

● Costs for this Safe Haven Baby Box installation was primarily funded by a grant from Discount Tire 
Driven to Care Foundation and not with local tax dollars. The grant will also support a local billboard 
campaign in the community and surrounding areas. Additionally, local contractors donated time and 
materials for the installation of the Baby Box. 

 
● The Ohio Safe Haven Law​ allows people to anonymously surrender their healthy newborn without fear 

of criminal prosecution at any fire station, police station, or Hospital as long as the child appears to be 
30 days or less and unharmed. The Safe Haven Baby Box is a final resource for women in crisis who 
want 100% anonymity to ensure their baby’s safe surrender. 
 

● Ten babies have been surrendered inside Safe Haven Baby Boxes. Six of the ten have been in 2020. 
 

● The Safe Haven Baby Box organization also staffs a 24-hour hotline (1-866-99BABY1) to allow women 
to talk to a trained professional as they consider safely surrendering their baby.  We call this the 
“workhorse” of our organization. 
 

● The footprint featured on the Safe Haven Baby Box is to honor the legacy of Baby Amelia. Baby Amelia 
was abandoned at Eagle Creek Park in Indianapolis, Indiana, on December 28th, 2014. 
 

● Safe Haven Baby Boxes are equipped with alarm systems to notify staff inside or outside the station 
immediately. Safe Haven Baby Boxes also have heating and cooling features, and the outside door 
locks as soon as the baby is placed inside. 

 

 

    
 


